
April 2, 2024

President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In the wake of the tragedy of the deaths of immigrant workers on the Francis Scott Key Bridge in
Baltimore, we write to you as construction, homebuilder, and business leaders from across our nation. We
ask that you extend work permits to the long-term workers in our industry (via Temporary Protected
Status and Humanitarian Parole) who are essential to our companies, to the construction industry, and to
our nation’s economy.

What happened on the bridge is a tragic illustration of the vulnerability of immigrant workers. Fast-acting
authorities stopped traffic on the bridge and saved countless lives, but were not able to get the immigrant
crew filling potholes off the bridge. One of the victims was Maynor Suazo Sandoval of Honduras, who is
described by his brother as having a true virtue for all things machinery and dreamed of starting a small
business. These immigrants from Mexico and Central America were doing essential, dirty, and dangerous
work, at night, to support their families.

The sudden and unexpected death of these workers is tragic but sadly, not out of the ordinary. According
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Latino workers are 8 percent of our construction workforce and
suffer over 26 percent of the deaths. They also have the highest workplace injury rates, according to the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. Some 130,000 immigrants work in the construction
industry in the Baltimore and Washington regions, making up 39 percent of the workforce, according to
CASA, a national immigrant and working families advocacy organization.

As construction companies and business leaders, we know that construction cannot function without
immigrant workers. We also know that it is a physical, demanding, and sometimes dangerous work. The
deaths of the pothole crew stranded on the bridge illustrates that, despite many safeguards, essential
construction workers are vulnerable to sudden accidents and deaths.

Many workers in our industry have been here, contributing to our economy for 5, 10, even 20 years
without legal status. By extending work permits to them you will honor the honest labor of Alejandro
Hernandez Fuentes, Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, Maynor Yassir Suazo Sandoval, Miguel
Luna, Jose Mynor Lopez, and Carlos Hernández, and millions of others.

You will stabilize our workforce, grow our economy, and address America’s labor shortage. We ask you
to use your legislated legal authority, through extending Temporary Protected Status and
Humanitarian Parole, to essential workers in our vital construction industry. Thank you for your
consideration.

https://www.npr.org/2024/03/29/1241399259/bridge-baltimore-francis-scott-key-maynor-suazo-sandoval-construction-worker
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/03/27/migrant-workers-baltimore-bridge-collapse/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/baltimore-bridge-collapse-growing-latino-labor-force-hispanics-rcna145201
https://wearecasa.org/about/
https://www.uschamber.com/workforce/understanding-americas-labor-shortage


Respectfully,

Al Cardenas
Board of Directors; Co-Chair, American Business Immigration Coalition
Coral Gables Trust (Florida)

Craig J. Duchossois
Chairman
The Duchossois Group, Inc. (Illinois)

Bill Lucia
Chairman and CEO (retired)
HMS (Florida)

Jorge Palacio
Senior Vice President; Board Member, American Business Immigration Coalition
Global Manufacturing Operations, Chamberlain (Illinois)

J. Doug Pruitt
Former Chair and CEO; Past President, the Associated General Contractors of America
Sundt; (Minnesota)

Sam Scott
International Chairman and CEO (retired)
Corn Products (Illinois)

Bob Worsley
Former Republican Arizona State Senator; Co-Chair, American Business Immigration Coalition; CEO
NZ Legacy, LLC, and ZenniHome, LLC. (Arizona)

Amanda Aguirre
President & CEO
Regional Center For Border Health , Inc. (Arizona)

Allyson Batista, M.Ed.
CEO
Batista & Chaves Construction, Inc. (Pennsylvania)

Idler Bonhomme
Director
Fyzical Therapy & Balance Centers of Orlando (Florida)

Kerem Durdag
Chief Executive Officer
GWI (Maine)

Raul Estrada
CEO
Marcer Construction (Texas)



Jenni Tilton-Flood
Dairy Farmer
Flood Brothers, LLC (Maine)

Tomás González
Executive
Urban Domus Construction LLC (Florida)

John Graham
CEO
Sunbelt Holdings (Arizona)

Sintra Hoffman
President and CEO
WESTMARC (Arizona)

Woody Hunt
Chairman and CEO
Hunt Companies (Texas)

Thomas Kelly
Former CEO; Former Head
HealthSmart; Medicaid, Aetna (Arizona)

Pedro Lerma
CEO
LERMA/ Agency (Texas)

Dee Margo
Former Mayor, City of El Paso; Chair
Texas Association of Business Regional Chair (Texas)

Khalid Muneer
Owner
Jupiter Properties LLC (Florida)

Chris Romer
President and CEO
Vail Valley Partnership (Colorado)

Ana Valdez
CEO
Latino Donor Collaborative (California)

Luis Vazquez
Vice President
Toro Construction (Illinois)


